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lv nitrht. Roeilirocity wus the

chief topi, of dlsctisfton, everybody
agreeing that it was f best thing
that eoüid huppen f>i both Canada

nnri the tod State:-: but in th*»

course of hi? rttmarks he had some-

thincr to .-.;> aho it t the recent decision

or the lhtf!rft:it< Commerce Commis¬

sion in the railroad freight rate cases i

Which seemed to have a good deal-of
obtnthoh sen in' it. Since tltc. raal-

rda [ivc ... . led to accept the find¬

ing's !!:. ¦mmission. after having

Ihtitnhtcq ull along that they would

he cb tripelb -i for their own protection
to do otlK-iwisc, \Vo Suppose that the

fiiie'itiou may be considered at- largely
t :. and that, thereforp, it can

talked ubbu't freely witJtout doing
Iii to aiiy of the parlies in interest.

Trumbull has drawn three con-

< Mis from the decision: "First.

\ hoy have put at least ofie make upon
.-her costs in this country. Second.

"

.!¦.> have put another brake upon

voluntary reductions of rates, because-

under* the new law and these deci- j
eions the burden of proof lor future

inert ist e or restorations is upon tho

railroads. Third.The present law am¬

ply protects the shippers of this coun¬

try against extortionate rates. Amer¬

ica lias already the lowest rates and

the highest wages In 111«- world, ami

apparently 1h to retain both.'' From

the decision of the Commission Mr,
Trumbull has llshed this "bright and

shining sentence": "Our railroad man¬

agement should have v ide latitude for

experiment, it should have such en¬

couragement es will attract the imag¬
ination of both the engineer and tha
investor.'" it" it shall turn out, whin

the crop of short term railroad rudes

matures, that tho imagination of the
investor i? not equal to the strain upon
it. tit" railroads will certainly not be
t.' blame; hut this is a question that
Is still to bo met. and how it will be
met wiil in some measure justify the
experiment the Commission lias made
in dealing witit the transportation In¬
terests of the country. The railroads,
r.- vvc itssured, ate looking for¬
ward, not backward.that being the
onl:- tiling they can do in the circum¬
stances, and they are hoping for the
br St.

In Iiis speech, -Mr. Trumbull touched
slightly upon Brnndeis in passing, find
that great economist's plea for great¬
er efficiency in the management of the
railroads, a thing that is most to be
desired. He war- inclined to think that
possibly Mr. >i,» n:andei. meant to shy
that the raMroatlf? of the country coiiid
save $30,000,006 the year instead "of
JXOOiOOO.OOO, as the newspapers have

reported; hm whatever tlie amount,
M-. Trütnb nil thinks flint it should t,*

saved, l/art year; the railroads of tlie
United State;- exponded for the repairs
of all their loeopiotlves and cars and
lot engine lu d JÖOO.OOOjOOO, arid Trttm-
hu'ti 'does not think that they could
have saved the half of this t.mount;
but if they cdiiidi be thinks tiiat i nby
should. They v ill v.r.-,lily iiayi <.>

sp<mil as. much or utdre this year if
they arc -to k'ecp up with their !>mi-
nit-T.. but when: will they get tlie
money if they are not allowed to lilalte
It? That, however, is not a question
thai need concern the Commission:
that is the
In ill strati
»enice of t
VJtied this vi

id

Mr.
stab

II you should v. rite a letter to an
Aui'Tican riiiiroud ollieial ids: cm-porn-
lloii would Stai'e to haul a ton <.>

freight.coai oi.-, silks, ostrich ft tit if.
ere sind everything.fhi more Ih'tin two
and phe-half miles t-> get money
enough to btiy a postage stamp to send
you an art fewer. Out of that kind or
service a corporation ru-i«! pay it- ehii
plpyeea, buy it- m;. te'riii i?. pay ii- rents
and tuxec, iiitefest ön it.- deoi and
make its living (*an yo-j bi^ai'it?
Can you beat it. Mr. Lawyer, Mr 1'oc
tor. Mr. Merchant. Mr. Danker. Mr"
Farmer?
Another very striklhß thing iaid bv

V.r. Trum57ril] reialed ip t..tJiIt«ienc"e
between the way thingh are done in

Canada and in tlie Cnlted Slates, in
Canada all the p«.wers itot reserved
hv tue Sfatcs bolonrr to t !,r. i.\.

ino powers rmt ceded to the Federal-.
Governmen i belong to the Slates with
the ietdilt tii;ii in Cdn'd'da a ra'Virond
chartered by the Domlnloi. ):, regu-
ifetetS 1,-.- the Federal Government,
^.hcreal in the linlted Stüter the rail¬
roads are attended in caser. of iiinest
by fprt.Vrfieycn doctors, one frpin the
Unlt"i t-iatf:<- ßiid 'forty-six fiorii the
State. Lw. f year iti't bill:; affeciiug
tit* mere pporatlnf; questions of sali-
road.. v et w introduced in the ¦ State
l/Ogi;d;.ti;..of (his country, bt.'ducs
. core;. o( other hills affeciing rall-
roiidt, in a multltode^bf ways, fit ilint
land rallrouds perm I (ted to m;it.<

. grc-oipfihtr1 for Joiiit econo'mleiii iri
France the Re pithi in Is divided into
dibitictii, tituii. t>avJng wasteful tjupll«

cute service, euch company haying: a]
monopoiv in its own district ami with
the result Unit one of >hc French rall-'j
roads pays dividends of 18 per cent,

and the othors pay 7 per cent, or,

more, *n;t of their revenues the rail-]
roads tire required to place so muco)
of their earnings to an amortization 1
or sinking fuml. under which the Re- j
public will become the owner of, iliej
railroads about tho middle of the pres¬
ent center.4. In the United States; its
Mr. Trumbtill said, railroad develop-
; n >jt d< mis not only upon the ituap-

of the engineer ami the m-
but also upon the legislation

tin I'ederal Government and the
legislation of forty-six States besides',!
"the development of one state may]

dependent upon the legislation of
»Iber state ,i thousand miles away."
This very much mixed condition oi

uffairs cannot last forever, and It looks j
if the time is sure to come when the j

railroad.- will pass under Federal own - jershlp, a condition greatly to be tie- jpibred for the sake of the states asi
well as for that of the Governmen I at
Washington. In the event of I'ederal
ownership and the new taxing powers I
sought b.v the I'ederal Government;
however. It would be possible, by tax-

ihg incomes a little higher and In- jcieasing the corporation tax. to "11-j
nance'- the railroads for such better- |
inehts as they might require from j
time to time, and "the people would j
pay the freight."

But, us we have said, the decision j
<>! the interstate Commerce Commis¬
sion Is ah academic question and can
be talked .ii>out now just as if u
hevCr wiis.

WiLSUNGTON TO Till: I'ltOM",
Wilmington yesterday gave evidence)

«--t its thoroughly progror-btve spirit.)
By a majority of practically 1.-00--J
almost a unanimous vote as the oppo¬
sition mustered but ballots.that
city yesterday votrd for the commis¬
sion form oi' government, the election
being In accordance with an enabling
act passed by the North Carolina Leg¬
islature.
The form of government adopted by

Wilmington is typical. There are to
be live commissioners or "councllmon,"
ai they are called In the enabling act.
of whom one is to bo mayor. The
live öepartmenfs are: Department of
I ublio Affairs; Department of Accounts
tiutl FMnance; Department of Public
Safety! Department of Streets. Wharves
iirid Public improvements j Department
of Water and Seworage. All the fea¬
tures of the initiative, referendum and
tccnll are embodied in the government
chosen by Wilmington. Nominations for
thi commission arc to be by petition; I
twenty-five votes being necessary to
nominate for any ofllce.
Wilmington is the second largest

city in North Carolina. It has always
been conservative In Its municipal
character, but it has heeded the call
oT progress aiT?i adopted that form of
government which has bulldeü and
blessed so many other cities. U Is
only a question of time until other
Southern cities of far greater size will
see the wisdom of thin new form of
citv government.

HAM.VIM; IN TAZBlVBI.h,
encouraging Is the prospect for

good road.- in Tazewell, despite the
fact that there Is actually an anti-good
roads faction in that county. f)n
Tuesday the most enthusiastic and har¬
monious good roads meeting on record
in the couriTy was held at Tav.eweU.
and the voices of progress and pros¬
perity were heard, It is practically
certain that the bond i.-due »:ectlon
will be carried for good roaut by a

large majority.
Colonel .lames s. Browning made a

t-irong speech at the meeting favoring
the bond issue, lie said, among other
things, that a team of six tine horses
left Pocahonta:- a few weeks ago lor
a point a few miles distant to get
a ton of hay, which was evoriindlly
loaded oh tin wagon. Before the team
was well uftdei way, an extra team
i.ad io bii called into service to bull]
the) horses ami ton of hay out ori
a ultidhoie. By the time the wagon
reached the starting point, tho horses
had eaten up ali the hay. This Is a

very forcible illustration of the coat
ol bad (Oed.-.

It wiis the opinion of those present
,.i inc- meeting that c.tndidatcs lor

co'uiit} ofiicCs to be Piled this tall
should slate their positions on the
1 ohd Isaiie question. "The sentiment
among a majority of the progressive
people i- so strong for bonds for
building roads thai any man who op¬
poses (ho issue need not apply tor
public office." Kveiy candidate tor the
(ienoral Assembly or the county olliees
<¦ tight to i e rtq.uirod to comb out Hot¬
footed 6ii the good roads plank. i he
i rogresit of the counties and the prou-
/'M of the .--täte depa lid that such be
the requirement made of candidates.

It is up to the people of Taxewell to
fail into line with the other counties
of the Southwest who havo ''done
thcmsciveti proyd" in their bond Issuer
f": good roads. Despite the opposi¬
tion* to this great reform in the coun-
'iy v*- cohudcnUy believe that good1
read« will win lti~Ta7.owell. The people
of the.', county ar« not the. kind who
take backward steps.

riii: colonel's skin-.
The! Colonel stopped in Wabhlngton

{.or a fe\i iyburs before beginning this
lust of hi- farewcill tour* of the cotinr
c't ahtl j;. :...>c.i d:^3v;i.tcd to tiud
that Iii« SmiihiiOhtah Institution had
rot already inbtiiVied »nd placed on
public exhibition tbe ::,o»>o specimens
of Afi'lcah gain'e thai lie had sent back
io the United Sttttca vitieji he was on

i his bloody mission to that country.
The aut.hofMi.s of tin Institution have
explained u-ry fully un.i lit (he meat
satisfactory way C. apparent dcluj
in the inepirutlon of the Rgoa&velt
upecinicns ivi exhibition, Thi collec-

lion contains about a.Out) kinds or
mammals, but "not moro tbnn f>u dif¬
ferent kinds could be detected among
Uicm i>y an untrained obscrvor. Tim
genonil piiblh would only be fatigued
und confused by an inspection 6t tbo
entire series."
The bulk et the collodion; win,

therefore. be deposited in store¬
rooms where they will be ac¬
cessible to naturalists or to any onn
else wishing to make a careful study
..f them, but not more than ono-slx-
tieih part of these trophies of the
Chief will be placed on exhibition for
tho general public. In the first place,
there is no money to pay for their
prepartition; in tho second, there would
not be room to hold thorn in the pres¬
ent quarters of the Institution, and In
the third place they would have prac¬
tically no scientific or other substan¬
tial value. It appears that tho Colonel
simply killed these things for tho love
of killing, and he should thank tho
authorities of the Smithsonian insti¬
tution for hiding as many of his speci¬
mens as they can hide for scientific or
other reasons. Besides, the* Colonel
ought to be satisfied, lie enjoyed tho
pleasure of killing all these things and
had a large part of his expenses paid
in doing so.

SlM.lTTINf; the difference,
We suppose that the R.. F. and F.

Railroad ought to be thankful for any
small favors just now, and that the
decision of tho Corporation Commis¬
sion will place It in a very devout
frame ot mind. It applied to the Com¬
mission for the privilege of charging
passengers 3 cents-the mile for trans¬
portation within the State of.Virginia
instead of v cents, und the Commis¬
sion has split the difference and given
its permission for the road to chargo
- l-L' cents the mile, with the reser¬
vation, however, that it shall-not dis¬
continue tin- sale of any commutation
or other tickets that It now sells .it!
Jess than the increased rate pertiitited 1
by the Commission. it will be ob¬
served, therefore, that the railroad will)
not he able to add a great deal to Itsjresources from this increased source
of revenue; but for small favors, wc
r< peat, li should l>c duly thankful.
We have never believed, and *lo not

believe now. that there Is any money
In the business of ha tiling passengers
al _ cents the mile in any of the South¬
ern States, it being impossible with a
population of about iti to the square
mile for the roads to get the business
to Justify such a rai^. even if all the
people should be regular patrons of
the roads, which they are not. We
have thought that 3 cents the' mile
would not be an excessive charge for
passenger transportation In thinly set¬
tled parts of the country anywhere.
Manifestly. It would not he fair to say
that because 2 cents would be good I
pay for transporting passengers In
Rhode Island, for example, where the
population is a^out 1100 to the square
mile, to make the charge of transpor¬
tation the same in a State where the
population Is not moro than If. to tho
square mile. This, of course, Is a
practical viow of a very practical ques¬
tion not for the consideration of the
numerous boards of one sort and an¬
other that are running the railroads
now. but for the consideration of 'tho
plain people who would do Justice and
wlio luve mercy, e ven If they have to
pay a little more for it.

the IMI»b IN ROSTOV.
The Back Bay in Boston Is said to

be somewhat, disturbed by the eatub- |
lishnieht of a new club in that neigh.
borhood. "A new club for women in
the quarter occupied by the British!
Tea Table in Bovleston Street." One
of tho rules at this hew club in that
the women shall have the privilege of
smoking, although there is said to he
division of titntiment between tho wo¬

men who want to smoke and the
women who regard it as wicked io
smoke. The new club Is to he known
as the Assembly Tea Room Club, and
the Secretary has announced that wo¬

men Will be allowed to smoke, on the
promises If they wish; that It Is "their
business and they will be allowr:d to
do ab." After awhile, If this sort of
thing keep-, up, the Boston women will
seem to be .ilrnost human We would
suggest that a rule shall be made for
the club, restricting the smoktng op¬
erations of 'Us members to the. only
true tobacco grown In this country.
I he tobacco of Virginia,

Lancaster Williams gets tiikris
Lancaster Williams, of Rbhrnond,

temporarily residing in Baltlmoro, baa
been elected a member of the board of
directors of the Missouri raclfic Rail¬
road, one of I he Gould lines. lie rep-
resents the independent stockholders,
and was supported for the place by
dem and the foreign Interests In the
properly, Including Frank J. Could, of
ourso, without whose active pari In
the contest Mr, WlllSam8's election
would not have been possible, lie will
bi the only minority director on tho
board of thirteen, being Ilm voice
there of the younger Gould brothers;
l vii l.t wtll be the same to htm, and till
thr.better for tit minority Interests,
... u Is In the WHliRiha blood always
to do their best work when they are
in the minority, As wc bavo 'saioVMr.
WUHanis halls from Richmond, al¬
though he lives In Baltimore, a fairly
good toun In As way, but not In the
:amf class altogether as tho great Me-
'trepbllt on the .Tames. His election
means a pood deal more than It sesms
on it/ face, us we Infer from certain

.'i,i: made by Frank Gould In
the Neu York American about how his

'..'ebcen opened as to the stock-
jobbing Interests which h*ve been
ma king a good deal of merchandise

the railroad oroppi'Ucs they
hui < handled.

Li ie aster William;- Is one; of the
well-known bankers of the South. Me
has, taken p.at in .->orne big things.

the reorganization of tho Virginia Pass-
enger und Power Coiripony of Blch-
mond, tho organisation of the Ports¬
mouth Traction Company, the rehabil¬
itation of tho Seaboard Railroad, tho
merging of tho National Bank, the
Farmers' National Hank and the Third
National Bank of Baltimore In the Na¬
tional /lank of Baltimore, tho minority
stockholders of the Northern Central
"Railway In the leasing of that prop¬
erty to tlie Pennsylvania Railroad, and
now with all these blushing honors
thick, upon hitn ho goon into tho board
oT the Missouri Pnclflo Railroad with
tho confidence of the public strength¬
ened In his good Intentions and In
his ability to take care of the under
dog in any lighting that has to be
dono for a square deal. One of tlio
drst things lie should do Is to inuko
the Missouri Paeltlc In some way, we
do not know how, contribute something
to the upbuilding of Richmond. Why!
not? Everything is coming to Rich¬
mond those days.

THIS LICENSE OK THE PRESS.
Newspaper correspondents In Spo¬

kane, Seattle and Olympia, Washing¬
ton, are to be arrested as soon as'they!
can be l'otlnd for tho dispatches they
have sent to tho- newspapers of the
middle Western, Eastern und Southern
States on February 'J7 and 2S and
March 1 about the presence of the
Bubonic plague in thoso towns. Tlie
Remington and Ballinger code of the
State of Washington provides that
"every person who shall wilfully state,
deliver or transmit by any means what¬
soever tb any manager, editor,
publisher, reporter or other employee
of a publisher of any newspaper, mag¬
azine, publication and periodical or
serial, any statement concerning any
person or corporation which, if pub¬
lished therein, wNould bo a libel, shall
be guilty of a. misdemeanor."
The City Council of Spokane has di-

reeled Corporation Counsel M or rill to I
make, a thorough investigation' of the j
source of the misleading dispatches,
and the'.Spokane Chamber of Commerce
lias retained Lawyer Do wart to assist
In prosecuting tlie offenders. It is ex¬
plained that there have been no cases
of Bubonic plague, typhoid or typhus2
fever in Spokane. Three of the deaths j
noted in the dispatches, it is said,
were caused by severe influenza and
pneumonia, and this cause is said to
have been fully known by the cor-
respondents when the dispatches wer«!
went. J
There wUi probably bo n dispo¬

sition in some quarters to protest)
against tlie threatened prosecution of
tho reporters in this case, on the
ground that the liberty of tho press'
must hot bo restricted, but license Is I
not liberty. Wo know thai In tit
least one of our Southern communi¬
ties ordinances have been passed muk--
ing it a misdemeanor to circulate
false siorieis about the presence ot
epidemics in such communities, and
while tho "liberty of tho press must hot
bo restricted, communities aro entitled
to protection from the reckless. work
of irresponsible reporters. There Is
quite enough of a sensational char¬
acter that Is true to make the news¬
papers "readable," but when It comes
to the transmission of absolute false¬
hoods that affect tho commercial and
industrial welfare of communities, the
line, must be drawn somewhere bard
and fast, and it should be drawn rig¬
idly against the writers who do not
write the truth.

THE EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY.
Governor Bleaae, of South Carolina,

is making all sorts of a record in his
office which he has held for only about
two month;;. During 'his period he
has antagonized nearly all the respect¬
able peoplo or* the State by the queer
things he has said and the queer things
he has done, ft Is noted now by one
of our contemporaries that, besides tho
record he has made in other activities,
tho Governor has beaten all previous
records in South Carolina, certainly
we believe since the days of Franklin
.T. Mosa^. in the exercise of the Execu¬
tive clemency, the pardons, paroles and
commutations of sentences passed upon
criminal;-! in thai State numbering forly
for the two months of Governor
Blease's administration. At this rate,
by the end of his term of ofilce ho
will have pardoned -ISO convicts lit
South Carolina, and will then run a
very close second to the thoroughly
discredited Governor of the State of
Tennessee. Oik- of the most notable
of the pardons granted by Bleasc \vaa
that of .John Black, formerly one of
t.bo managers of the. State Whiskey
Dispensary. South Carolina has passed
through v. great many experiences,
however, in tho l^st twenty years or
so, and wo suppose that it will bo
able to stand still further Plows, .lust
the sumo, however, it Ik hot a pleasant
thing to contemplate.

M I Ml JX MAINE.
Tin- Daughters of the Revolution

in Maine lately in session at Port¬
land, have voted money for the pur-,
chase of United States Hags to be dis¬
tributed among "the poor' whites in
the mountain districts of tlie Virginias
and Carolinas.!' This heneflceni act re-
stilted from the representations of Ida
Vbse Wbodbury :j field secretary, who
assert? that In tho course of her trav¬
els through the mountain region of
tho South she has often mot grown
people who had never seen the Stars
and Stripes
The mountain districts referred t<»

are not unknown to some of us who.
though we may know the mountain
people, have > et failed to run across
I«ia Voso Weodbury. To our way of
thinking these "poor whites'* are much
ri< her lb real patriotism than tho
folks "up Malm- way." These Southern'
mountaineers or n great number pf
them, were staunch Union men
throughout tin War for Southern in-
döpend. iii * though they wore sur¬
rounded by Coy,federates, These mo'lin-

Absolutely Pure
Tis® only foakfat? powtformade from ffSoyaf Gra&oOroam of Tartar
NO AUJM.Kfl LIME PHOSPHÄTF.
talnoers, always froo, enlisted In tho
Union annlos and fought under tho
Slar Spangled Banner and they alwayshave been for tho Union and the whole
Union. Whatever we may think about
it, that surely should establish them
in the good opinion of our Yankee1
neighbors.
These white mountaineers of the

South need no flags. They are better
patriots than tens of thousands who
every day pass by hundreds of Mags
in cities and towns. Their patriotism
lies deeper than the surface, if they
went into Roston and New York thea¬
tres and hoard the national anthem
played, they would not know what tho
audience meant by rising, perhaps, but;they would right gladly light tor timjUnion In Its hour of need. We fully
agree with the Blueficld i,eadcr thati
"if these same Maine dames would
confine their activities to their own
State- It would be Just as well, for WQ
have a remote suspicion that they
have plenty of longshoremen, beech-
combers and backwoodsmen who do
not know the. distinction between the
second coming of Christ and the
Fourth of July."
The Southern mountaineers do not!

need Mugs. They need churches ami
schoolhoutCB.they need books, and
some of them, doubtless, need money
and meat and bread, but they do not
med the silly slushy sentimentality of
well-meaning, but misguided, women
In Maine.

l ire old time negro.
W. 11. Turpin, of Palls, writes a very

interesting letter to the West Point
News about tho good old times In
King William in ante helium days.
He ^aya:

There, were many slaves In the
county. They were, obedient, faith
ful, well behaved, happy, hearty and
well satisfied. Never knew of a slaveto have nervous prostration, tuboreu-loslr-, toothache or heard of one who
went deranged, some few might havebeen idiotic. None ever had pellagra,though their principal ration consisted
of ash cake, corn pone, salt herringand fat meat of the Virginia razor-back hop. They had nolther povorty
r.or riches, ate the food provided lorthem, enjoyed their religion, had seatsprovided for them in the churches withthe white folks and they were not
called "Jim Crow" seats either. They
were we'll clothed, had comfortable
quarters and were well cared for when;sick or aped. They had no thought
or care of the morrow. Master andMistress looked out for them. Theyenjoyed thelf night sociables and hol .

idays, especially at Christmas. Theywere: indeed a very happy race, thtlrwork and fooel agreed with them, theyknew nothing of cold storage rood,canned goods or errroatmed meat, andidle days.
It may be that the colored people ar*

wiser now than they were then In th*
matter of learning, hut that they aro
happier we doubt. If discrimination
against them existed then, it was of
so soft a nature as to cause- no bit
terness or despondency. They had not
learned then their sharpest lesson.
that the North., with all its pretensions
of sympathy and friendship for the
"downtrodden and oppressed" profess¬
ed the. abstract, but did not practice
the concreto.

The story is told about how Gunda,
a bad elephant at the Bronx Zoo, in
New York, was terrified Into submis¬
sion by her keeper the other day. Just,
as he was about to bo crushed to death
by the Infuriated beast, he released a
U.ttlo live mouse which he carried in
his pocket. Immediately, Gunda made
a frantic effort to escape from the
house, and in her confusion the keep¬
er gained Iiis liberty and safety. Af¬
ter this truthful story of what a.

great big elephant did when a mouse
appeared, no woman need fear to run
from a mouse. No woman should he.
expected to be braver than an ele¬
phant, two or three tlmeu her size.

Here Is the latest recipe for the
prevention of flirting on the part of
married women. A native Methodist
minister of New Zoaland on a visit
to Chicago delivered an address tho
other day In which he told how mar¬

ried young women might be stopped
from flirting*. The way to prevent it,
he said. Is to tattoo the china and
upper lips of the married women as is
done In New Zealand. The tattoo
marks, he pointed out. arc a tdgnboard
to all the world proclaiming the wo¬

man's position. In this case, the euro

is surely much worse than the defect.

The. acholcrs arc having their innings
now. There is Woodvow Wilson, the:
scholar in politics, and then there lit.
John W. Waylund, of the Unrrison-
burg News, "the scholar In journalism.
"Each in his own particular star" Is

drawing the things as he sees them
\cri effectively.

Daily Queries andAnswers
Address all communications for this column to Query Kditor,Times-Dispatch. No mathematical problems will be solved, no

coins or stamps valued and no dealers' names will be given.

Wcihllllg QllCfttluUM.
1. At it ohüroli wedding who furnishesthe flowers, Invitations, and carriages,the bride or groom?
-. Js it u custom tor tho groom 1ornako tbo brido a wedding presentother thnn the ring, or only a mutterof choice?
.". What portion. If any, of tbogroomsmen's expenses does the groomhour, and what present does lie mnltothem? ADONIS.I. Tho brido furnishes the Mowersfor tho church: the groom all othersI used »d tho actual ceremony. Thebride's father furnishes tho invitations.Tho groom pays for tin- carriages.though If tlie bride's father wishes toj pay for tho c arriages carrying tlmj bridesmaids and th<> bride to thechurch be may ho allowed to <h> so13. This is a matter of t;isto moreI than a custom, it is not iipcossury,:'.. lie should buv their gloves, fleaand collars. Ho need uiuku them nopresent unless ho wish to.

The Itepuhllcan l»or*y.
In looking over history I (ln<t that(the first "Republican" President of.ithululled States war Thomas .lofl'orson,elected by the. then Republican pan v.The lirst "Demdcr/ttlo" President wasI Andrew Jackson. In your Query Cöl-

uriin of to-day you Btuto I Ho first "Re¬publican" President elected to bo A.Lincoln; Thin appears to bo an error.
Fit 13D O. KIIM'KK.Tills is hot an error,. There hnvqboon two Republican parties in thiscountry, wholly tlncotinoctcd with euchother. By the present Republican par¬ty, Lincoln was tho llrst Presidentelected.

Cpimrrtinlonal Directory.Kindly inform me how und whore1 ban secure un oHlclul directory ofthe Sixty-second Congress.
SUBSCRIBER.Wrlto to the Concressinun froni vourdistrict fe>r one.

"I Am UyiujüV
1 have the poem, "I am dying: i:* shecoming?" thai L. K. Anderson ask.-f"r, and would lie willing to lend It ifthe purly would certainly return it

MRS. F. S. HALL.Mitchell. Ya.

e-'ollcKc Ycll.l.
Kindly advise me where 1 can rreta number of college v*lls und tonsr.with music to acrompanv the sours.

A COLLEGE ROOTERGot! can Und the yells In the World'sAlmanac Kor son;; book publlshor'naddress send us postal for reply.

STRANGE TREASURE
SAVED AT DURDANS

in l.\ Mimu im: i>i3 i o\tk\ov.

ONE of tho strangest treasure:) o£Lord Rosobery, at U urdans. illsfavorite homo on the EpsomDown-", quite close to where the
great Derby race Is run each year, is abirch, such as Is used in the old< r
English misnamed "public schools," furthe chdstischicnt of tlie pupils, it ispreserved lit a glass case. In the corri¬dor enclncliriu tin: ground door rooms,and is ,i familiar object to those whohave been entertained there by t'nlsstatesman, who Is not happy. In spileof his having achieved tin- three ob¬jects oi his iimbitldii, avowed when ho |Ic/fl Oxford. Thoy were tli.it lie shouldbecome Prime .Minister of Croat BrU-airi. that ho should win tlie Derb)iias done this t-.vice.and that lie shouldwin tin- band of tbo groate-t heiressin tlie world, which he mtinaked to dowhen he married .Miss Hannah Hot:,child, far and away the /richest of all Ith»» Rothschild women. '

There is no truth, however, in the |Wtory that the birch was stolon byLord Rovebery while at Eton, At anyrate, there was no necessity for hisstealing it. since birches can he had forthe ashing, by Etonians, when leavingthe college for good, and few boysquit the school without carrying awayone as a memento.Flogging in Europe has been abolish¬ed by law in educational establish¬ment^ frequented by children of thumiddle ;ind lower classes, as well :»hin those ,if ii national, municipal andOha rltulde character. The aristocracyand upper classes in Great Britain,however, have always refused to lakeadyah tngo of this legal omuhclpatloiiof their sons from the rod. Their at¬titude on the subject Is mainly attrl- .butable to the conservative Instincts!-.vhlch ar. engrained in every English-man of good birth, whether Whig orTory, and which render them averseto new forms or changes of a non-political character. it is due also t->.1 desire on the part of the lads them¬selves, who are of course, the princi¬pal parties concerned, to avoid beingassociated in any way with the commonherd of boys, oven when this associa¬tion would involve exemption ftornHogging. Thov would be the first torebel against the abolition of tlie lat¬ter, and regard the scars left by thebirch, as a sort of retrospective evi¬dence of their gontllhomme r'.e. at.Eton. Harrow, Rugby, Winchester, andindeed, at all the great schools, of thesaiho rank, where voting England istaught little else but Latin and Greekverses, as well as boating, cricket andother outdoor games, at a cost of fromSI."00 to $2.000 a year, oorporal punish-:tnent Is still in full force, Some of themuse the birch, and others prefer thecane; and while in most colleges theculprit takes his punishment kneeling,there are quite a number of college*where the offender is .'horsed." by be¬ing mounted on the back of some bigboy. In that position he. is more help¬less than in any other.At Eton, tho whipping block is oneof the famous institutions of the place.Tf resembles: the kind of block whichwe see portrayed tn old prints, as hav¬ing been used in medieval times fordecapitating prisoners, and the num¬ber of famous men who have knelt bo-foro it. is very great. The late LordSalisbury; for so many years Premlorof England, was flogged while kneel¬ing against it. no less than eighteendifferent times; and some time before-]his death, when the "Youthful Of¬fenders Bill" came tip for discussion inthe (louse of Lords, he remarked, In aspeech anent the flogging at Eton, that"it leaves no traces of contamination."Lord Salisbury added that if the pastrecords of the members of the House ofLords were Investigated, it would befound that they jjad been repeatedlysubjected as boys to corporal punish¬ment.
With regard to the block now usedat Eton, it Is a comparatively modernaffair. But among the relies preserv¬ed in the niuSeum nt Eton is the oldwhipping block, which camti into usein 177", when the one employed untilthen was destroyed. It bears severaldistinguished nemos; 'neludlng that ofArthur Wellesley, afterwards Duke ofWellington, and was lost for a number,of years, having only been recovered 1

somewhere in Wales about twentyyears ago. Another whipping block
was carried off in lK3t> by the thenMarquis) of Waterfordj to serve as atrophy to the Eton Block Club, r cltjbof Etonians who bad all been floggedmore than ten times, and it is said thatthin particular block is proseryefiamong the heirlooms of the Beres-fordis, nt Currnghmore.
One of the very few boys who aro

on record as having got through Eton
without a birch hit' was the late Mr.Gladstone; although on one occasion he
was sent up for punishment He bad,
as prcposltor. omitted the name of afriend from the list nt boys who had
shirked lessons. Before commandinghim to prepare himself, for the ordeal,Dr. Kent, who was then head master,was foolish enough to give his rea¬
sons, and charged him with a breach
of trust. Voting Gladstone instantlyreplied that he was not guilty of abreach of trust, because the olhce had
boon forced upon him. This somehow
or other seemed to appeal to tho headmaster, for he let the young casuist
off. but.made up for this, to him. alto¬gether unusual act of leniency by some
time afterwards flogging no less than
eighty hoys in a single night, with the
object, of suppressing a suspectedmutiny, having them brought to hlui
out of their body by twos and threes,
so that thoy had no opportunity of
taking counsel togethor.
Another head master, the Rev. Dr.

Maw troy, on one occasion, through an
error Hogged the whole party of thirtv
candidates for confirmation, the paperwith their names on it having been
mistaken for tlie punishment list which
wa'» sent up to him every day. He
listened to no protests or remon¬
strances, but went conscientiously
through the whole lot.
The birches aro composed of a bunch

Of birch twigs, which have been oaro-
fullv tied together and pickled for
aboftt six months in brine. A new one
lit generally "ise*1 tor every third stroke;
the strokes being sometimes six and
{sometimes t waive, j.Thoy-u rc included
among tho "extras-1 In tho bills soiu
home to the pupils' parents nt the -lose
of each term.

Princess Constantino Itadziw'Jl, who
has j"Ht been carried off by pulmonic

congestion In Paris, was Louise Blanc,one of Iii«; two (laughters of o!<i Fran¬cois Blanc, who founded the greatgambling establishment at Monte Car¬lo, and she was, to say the least, of,humble origin, her father having aCriminal record, and lo r mother hav¬ing burnt a hotel cliuiiil^riiwild.Her bus!,ami. who survives her, isotic of the least considered scions ofthe Russian branch of the house ofRadzl will, lie had n singularly stormyund adventurous career before trniis-forring the scene of his operation!thai 1- to say. living l>y his w!t.<.fromBelgium to Paris: bill became a manof great wealth through his marri¬age, by means of which he bcstOWi .!upon Louise Bhinc a perfectly authen¬tic princely cröwn, und became one blthe part owners of tho gambling tablesat Monte Carlo. IBs wealth* however,did not bring him consideration, amifor many years after his marriage henot only found the doOr of the Pari¬sian grand monde closed against himhut also those of official society, whichis Infinitely less exclusive. Indeed, itwas not until more- 'than two decade-Inter ihat in- was permitted to erb»the threshold of the embassy of hisown country, namely, Russia.lie Juis two children- a son of the'name Of prince Leon, who takes afioiIlls f«ther, and who was divorced afteronly a few months of marriage by thelovely Claude de- <;ramont, daughterof that Count Alfred d*> Grathont whtiis the youngest brother* of the preschtDth de fjramoht, and one of the. prln-i.'lpal members of the ontouraae of tinDue d'Orloans. Constan tine's othoichild, it daughter. Louise. Is the wife oithe Due do la Itochefoucauld-Doudbau-vllle.
Princess Constantino Radr.lwlirs ids-ter, Marie Blanc, married, it may beremembered; Roland Bonaparte, amidied shortly after giving birth to ndaughter, who Is now the wife ofPrince George of Greece.(Copyright, toil, by the BrentwoodCompany.)

Voice of the People
CommanlcotlonB mim n rri ron-tnln more than .'100 words.When thl» ltmtt 1» eirerdfil let¬ter* will lie returned.
So annormiiuii corumnntcatlnanv»lll he accepted.
A at a milcd envelope, rrlth thewriter'* nddrean, moat nccorapajaT'every rnmmuulcttlloi).

'Mir W'llllnninburu Library.To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch..Sir..In the Virginia Gazette of Feb¬ruary 23, laii, Is reprinted an editorialfrom The Time:-Dispatch, in which thoGazette's pleasure in the- popularity ofthe Williamsbtirg public library is men¬tioned and commended. Then follows:'.But the Gazette ought to drop Intothe state Library here in Richmondsome afternoon and sec every seatlllled . . . fact huhtors on the trail
. . . education in the very atmosphereof the place."
To one who knows the facts of thecase it would seem that The Tlmes-¦DIspatch had picked out the wrongsubject for self-Ktaiulatlon. It wouldhave been quite proper to have de¬lighted Itself In the fact that fromthe nucleus formed by the loan offifty volumes from the Free TravelingLibrary Department of the State theWilllu msburg Library- bar! grown toGOb volumes in the six months of Itsexistence (and this in a venture sup¬ported by a small association ot wo¬men*!. Rut to compare this little newproject with the .State Library seem.';rather absurd unless the facts ar*».known in both cases. The Wllllams-burg Library is open only nine hoursa week, but gives out an average of125 volumes each week in a whitepopulation of about L300.TIow about the facts In the case ofthe Statt: Library? Mow long has itbeen In existence? who supports it?What proportion f>f the white peopleof Richmond draw from St. each week?When these questions are answered woventuro to say that. The Tlmds-Dlspstch.will have to admit that it made a"mistake in bringing the two librariesinto comparison.

WILL] AMSBURG SUBSCRIBER.Williamsbtirg.
Hmiornrj- TltlcB.To the editor of The Times-Dispatch:Sir..In The Times-Dispatch of Sat¬urday last yon allude to the largo num¬ber of men in the South with militarytitles who never wore a sword, *uhdthat the '.colonel*' nearly consumed thowhole list, with a few majors, hut sel¬dom a captain. .Vow. It is certainly verycomplimentary to any man to be reallyentitled to any of the above mentioned-military rank, but when these distin¬guished titles drift Into a byword adistinction shoulrl be made, and inorder to let each man have all thocredit ho deserves and to make thoseunworthy" as conspicuous as possible, Isuggest that the newpa purs hereafter,do somewhat as The. Times-Dispatchmentioned the .Pink Creek" colonelwho sot his title by marriage (andsometimes the name is attached to akeeper of a cheap boarding house).al¬lude to this class of men as follows,vi/.: Kurnell Funkhowser, of "FrogLevel"; Mayger Brumsklll, of "KoonHollow"; Kaplln Featherwalt, of"Skinquarter." Then we will/ haveadopted a plain which will lesson con¬siderably tho output of such a crowd,and the people will soon find out"who's who." HENRY H.Richmond.

Make this Bank Your Bank

State and City
Bank

OF RICHMOND


